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When it comes to long lasting school 
traditions, homecoming is at the top of 
the list. High Schools and Colleges alike 
share in this tradition.  The pep rallies, 
parades, tailgates, football game, and of 
course . . . the homecoming court all 
invoke a feeling of nostalgia that can’t be 
matched.  Did you know this wonderful 
event we call homecoming began at the 
University of Missouri in 1911 when 
a l u m n i o f t h e u n i v e r s i t y w e r e 
encouraged to come home to their alma 
mater and attend the first football game 
to be played on a new field? Nearly 
10,000 alumni attended that event and a 
tradition was born.  Since that time, the 
idea of homecoming has spread to 
colleges and high schools alike.  As the 
tradition continues at Clover High 
School, we congratulate our 2019 
homecoming queen, Dakota Peters!

Blue Eagle Pride 

Friday night football has always been a tradition in 
Clover, and this season has not disappointed the 
fans. The team just finished the first undefeated 
regular season in school history! With Clover 
having the home field advantage in the playoffs, 
the Eagles enjoyed their second playoff victory in 
this past Friday night.  What a season . . . Go Big 
Blue!!
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Class of 1959 
The Clover High School class of 1959 enjoyed their 60th 
reunion on Saturday, August 24! As is traditional at their 
reunions, Nellie Smith Young brought one of the banners that 
covered the side of the bus when the class traveled to 
Washington and New York in 1959 on their senior trip. The 
1959 banner read "CLOVER HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1959 - 
DIXIELAND STAMPEDE". Twenty classmates and 18 guests 
enjoyed reconnecting and reminiscing! 

Class of 1969 
The class of 1969 celebrated its 50th reunion on September 14. Alumni 
gathered at the Clover High School Technology Center for a tour and 
dinner. Everyone enjoyed learning about the exciting programs at Clover 
High School, but, most of all, they enjoyed connecting with friends! 

Class of 1974 
The class of 1974 enjoyed 
their 45th reunion. The 
group met at the River Hills 
County Club on October 19.  A good time was had by all! 

  

Class of 1989 
CHS Class of 1989 enjoyed a 30-year reunion beginning with a tailgate at the 
October 4 football game.  The next morning, classmates toured Clover High 
School to see changes that have taken place over the years and gathered 
again Saturday night to enjoy food and fun at the Larne Building.  Members of 
the group enjoyed their time together! 

Class of 2004 

The Clover High School 
Class of 2004 gathered for their 15-year reunion on 
Friday, October 4. Classmates enjoyed Clover Blue Eagle 
football together on Friday night and continued their 
time together at the McLean farm on Saturday, October 
5. It was a wonderful time to reconnect with classmates! 

If your class is planning a reunion, if a special group of alumni meets from time to time, or if your class 
would like to share pictures and/or information, let us help you publicize your alumni event by contacting 

the alumni office at 803-810-8027 or by emailing us at alumni@clover.k12.sc.us.  

Class News & Information
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Celebrating Our Athletic Hall of Fame

The Clover School District Athletic Hall of Fame was formed in order to honor those who, by outstanding 
achievement or service, have made lasting contributions to the cause of sports in the Clover School 

District. In our newsletter, we’ll highlight our Hall of Fame inductees.  This month, we’re happy to 
celebrate two members inducted into the 2015 Hall of Fame.

Virginia Ann Gardner, a 1987 CHS graduate, earned 12 varsity letters in 
volleyball, basketball, and softball.  She was an all-conference selection five 
times and an all-state selection three times.  She played on the North/South All-
Star softball team and was the first female from CHS to play in the state North/
South all-star basketball game.  She was a three-time Gaston Gazette player of 
the year in basketball and made the conferences all-tournament team in 
basketball three times.  Gardner finished her basketball career at Clover with 
1010 points, 201 steals, and 794 rebounds in 101 games.  She played on three 
tournament champion teams and led the Blue Eagle basketball team to the 
playoffs four years in a row.  After high school, Gardner signed a Division I 
scholarship at the University of South Carolina where she played four years.  
During her college years, her teams won four Metro Conference regular 
season championships, two tournament championships, and she appeared in 
4 NCAA tournaments on the way to contributing to a 92-36 record.  After 

graduation, Gardner turned to coaching.  From 1992-2000 she coached at Winthrop and Western Carolina 
Universities.  From 2000 to present, Gardner has coached high school basketball at Robbinsville and Tuscola 
High Schools in North Carolina.  She won over 200 games as a high school basketball coach.  

Jerry “Catfish” Adams, a 1954 graduate of Clover High School, was a 
football and baseball standout.  Adams was a seven-time letterman.  
Adams played on the offense and defense lines, was the team’s kicker, 
and was the catcher on the baseball team.  He was the team’s football 
MVP in 1953, was selected to play in the Shrine Bowl, and was the first 
athlete to play offense and defense in the Shrine Bowl.  After graduation, 
Jerry Adams, gave back richly to his community as an award winning 
member of the Jaycees, the Optimist Club, and the Alpine Lodge.  He 
was a youth football coach in Clover and a North Carolina Football 
Association official.  Adams gave a rich legacy to this district as a student, 
athlete, and citizen.

The Clover Schools Alumni Scholarship Fund 
Projects Update 

During the months of June and July, the Alumni Board sold reserved 
seating/parking raffle tickets to raise money for the scholarship fund.  
The raffle was a success and $2,605.00 was added to the Alumni 
Scholarship Fund.  The association just concluded a 50/50 raffle at each 
home football game and raised $1,400.00 through this project.  The 
Clover Schools Alumni Association would like to thank all who have 
participated in the raffles! 
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Alumni Spotlight 

Herbert “Herb” Kirsh 

South Carolina House of Representatives
Longest Serving Member

Mr. Herbert “Herb” Kirsh left the halls of Clover High School in 1946 to 
do amazing things for his community and for the state of South Carolina.  
During his time at Clover High School, Mr. Kirsh was an active member of 
the student body managing the basketball team, playing football, and 
serving as a member of the block “C” club and paper staff.  Mr. Kirsh was 
also an active member of the debating team, the National Honor Society 
and was an honor graduate at Clover High.  After graduating from Clover 
High, Mr. Kirsh attended Duke University and upon graduation from 
college in 1949 returned to his beloved town of Clover. 

Herb Kirsh loved his hometown and served his community well.  As a 
businessman, Mr. Kirsh owned an operated Kirsh Department Store, a 

business started by his father in 1937.  As a steward to his community, Mr. Kirsh was a charter member of the 
Clover Jaycees, served as chairman of the board for the Clover Community Bank and was president of the Clover 
Chamber of Commerce.  In addition, Mr. Kirsh was an active member of Masonic Lodge 208 and the Shriners.  Mr. 
Kirsh served on the Clover Town Council and was Mayor of Clover from 1975 to 1978.  He was recognized as the 
Clover Man of the Year in 1976, and in 1999, the Lake Wylie Chamber of Commerce honored Mr. Kirsh as Citizen 
of the Year.  In 2001, Mr. Kirsh received the Pioneer Award from the Greater Clover Chamber of Commerce, and in 
2004, Mr. Kirsh was awarded the Mack E. McCarter Award for citizenship and community service. 

Herb Kirsh also loved the state of South Carolina and took his passion for financial oversight to the statehouse 
where he served in the House of Representatives from 1978 to 2010 and is remembered as the longest serving 
legislator in the state of South Carolina.  Throughout his time in office, Mr. Kirsh received many honors.  In 1985, 
Mr. Kirsh received the Distinguished Service Award from the South Carolina Municipal Association.  He served as 
the county delegate to the State Democratic Convention.  In 1976, the South Carolina Department of Revenue 
recognized Mr. Kirsh as Legislator of the Year.  In 2001, the South Carolina Association of Auditors, Treasurers, and 
Tax Collectors honored Mr. Kirsh with an appreciation award for his service.  In 2003, the South Carolina 
Association of Counties honored Mr. Kirsh with the Home Rule Guardian Award, and the South Carolina 
Department of Revenue recognized him with and outstanding service award.  Mr. Kirsh was honored as Legislator 
of the Year by the South Carolina Housing Authority in 2005.  During that same year, a 357 acre tract of land in York 
County was designated the “Herb Kirsh Wildlife Conservation Area” by the South Carolina Department of Natural 
Resources.  In 2006, Mr. Kirsh was once again named Legislator of the Year by the State Retirees Association of 
South Carolina.  In 2008, Mr. Kirsh served as chairman of the House Invitations and Memorial Resolutions 
Committee and in 2009 he was recognized as the longest serving House member in the South Carolina House of 
Representatives.  In 2010, Mr. Kirsh was awarded the Order of the Palmetto, the highest civilian honor awarded by 
the governor of South Carolina to persons who make contributions of statewide significance. 

Most people in the small town of Clover and in the state of South Carolina remember Mr. Kirsh as a man of 
integrity - a man who lived a life of service to his hometown of Clover and to his beloved state of South Carolina.  
The Clover Schools Alumni Association is proud to highlight Mr. Herbert “Herb” KIrsh!


